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INDIRA NEHRU'S ENGAGEMENT
I have received several angry and abusive letters and
some professing to reason about Indira's engagement with
Firoz Gandhi. Not a single correspondent has anything
against Firoz Gandhi as a man. His only crime in their
estimation is that he happens to be a Parsi. I have been,
and I am still, as strong an opponent of either party chang-
ing religion for the sake of marriage. Religion is not a
garment to be cast off at will. ,In the present case there
is no question of change of religion. Firoz Gandhi has been
for- years an inmate of the Nehru family. He nursed
Kamala Nehru in her sickness. He was like a son to her.
During Indira's illness in Europe he was of great help to
her. A natural intimacy grew up between them. The
friendship has been perfectly honourable. It has ripened
into mutual attraction. But neither party would think of
marrying without the consent and blessing of Jawaharlal
Nehru. This was given only after he was satisfied that the
attraction had a solid basis. The public know my connec-
tion with the Nehrus. I had also talks with both the parties.
It would have been cruelty to refuse consent to this
engagement. As time advances such unions are bound to
multiply with benefit to society. At present we have not
even reached the stage of mutual toleration, but as tolera-
tion grows into mutual respect for religions, such unions
will be welcomed. No religion which is narrow and which
cannot satisfy the test of reason will survive the coming
reconstruction of society in which the values will have
changed and character, not possession of wealth, title or
birth will be the sole test of merit. The Hinduism of my
conception is no narrow creed. It is a grand evolutionary
process as ancient as time, and embraces the teachings of
Zoraster, Moses, Christ, Mohammed, Nanak and other
prophets that I could name. It is thus defined :
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